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Song Spot’s Matilda Jr. Hits The Spot

Danielle Zebeski was one of two girls cast as Matilda. She and Swaraa Raman alternated shows. 
See additional photo page 3
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The AviClear laser targets acne at the source, 
making it the ideal treatment for anyone 

seeking a long-term, prescription-free acne treatment.
• 3 treatments  • 30 minutes 

• All types of acne mild to severe • Treats scarring 
• Health Canada Approved
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*Based on RE Stats Inc. Data for Toronto MLS Units Sold

#1 Realtor in Brooklin since 2012*
CALL TANYA 905-706-3131
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16 Bellhouse Pl, Brooklin 
Immaculate 4 bedroom, 4 bath ‘Castleton’ model by 

Tribute homes! 3,300 sqft of luxury, 14x28 ft inground 
saltwater pool, gourmet kitchen & the list goes on!

*Based on RE Stats Inc. Data for Toronto MLS Units Sold
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Check out our 
Pre-Owned Inventory 

on our website!
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It is now 13 months since 
Vladimir Putin’s Rus-
sian forces invaded the 
Ukraine. At first, we here in 
the safe confines of Can-

ada searched for ways to lend a 
hand, however small. We could 
send money, clothing or other 
goods through various agencies. 
However, some were able to take 
that many steps further.

Doug Summers and his partner, 
Jenn Rhines, found a way to help 
in an altogether more hands-on 
manner. Summers’s family owns 
a few golf courses, including Win-
chester, as well as the 16-acre 
parcel of land where his home is 
located on the south side of Win-
chester Road, east of Thickson.

One day last spring, wondering 
what they could do to help, he visit-
ed the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 

on Bloor and offered to sponsor a 
family. He describes how, when 
he went in, they thought he was 
a bit nuts. Not only does he have 
the means to do it, but there’s also 
a 7,000 square foot stone house 
with six bedrooms sitting empty 
on the Winchester club grounds. 
After mounds of paperwork, he 
was able to sponsor two families, 
seven people in all, who now live 
in that house. He doesn’t charge 
the families anything to live there. 
One of them is Oksana Valevska 
and her two daughters whose sto-
ry appears in his issue.

At that church, a committee had 
been formed to assist people 
wanting to come here. Doug says 
it was a good deal easier dealing 
with that support group than trying 
to negotiate through government 
red tape, which was his first at-
tempt.

“If we could all do our bit,” he says, 
“it would make a huge difference. 
These people have been com-
pletely displaced. I felt we need-
ed to do something and I had that 
huge house just sitting there.”

Led by Jenn, they converted a 
small structure at the rear of his 
property to a wellness centre, with 
massages by Jenn, a registered 
massage therapist, and aesthet-
ics by Oksana who held the same 
position in her na-
tive Odessa. Thus 
Winchester Well-
ness (winchester-
wellness.ca) was 
born.

“I’ve found that ref-
ugees who come 
here are very en-
trepreneurial,” he 
offers. “They have 
nothing to lose and 
of course there’s a 
massive learning 
curve. But the last 
thing I could never 
call them is lazy.” 
He describes how 
the other wom-
an he sponsored 
cleans offices 
during the day and 
works at night on-
line for a Ukrainian 
company. The hus-

bands of both, meanwhile, are 
fighting the Russians somewhere. 
No one knows where.

“I don’t know what they would 
have done,” Doug adds. “We take 
a lot for granted here. I look at 
what’s happening over there and 
it’s the silliest excuse for a war I’ve 
ever seen. I mean, think about it.”

We have. We do. So he and Jenn 
are doing what they can.

Less than half the picture by Richard Bercuson

Stepping Up When It Counts
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2023 Spring Clinic Program 

The structure of this junior clinic program is 
to provide your junior athlete with a solid 
start to the game.

Players participate in athletic skill
building stations and fitness activities.
Junior athletes are broken into appropriate 
ages groups and participate in learning 
stations.

This program takes your junior’s golf 
fundamentals to the next level.
Program includes small group challenges 
and core golf training.

Each student will have the opportunity to be 
fitted for U.S. Kids Equipment and enjoy 
our 2023 discounted pricing. Makes a 
perfect gift for your new golfer.

Limited to 18 per session

 
Clinic Training 

Dates
 

May and June Dates on 
Thursday Nights

3 Time slots weekly
For more information please contact 

Ryan Starr at : ryan@gearedtogolf.com 
or by phone at 416-819-5085

Ask about our New Eldorado 
Summer Junior League

Gear 1  
Junior Golf Program 

Thursday Nights  
$199 plus HST

GearedtoGolf.com
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2023 Spring 
Clinic Program

Clinic 
Training 
Dates

May and June Dates 
on Thursday Nights

3 Time slots weekly

For more information please 
contact Ryan Starr at: 

ryan@gearedtogolf.com
or by phone at 
416-819-5085

Ask about out New 
Eldorado Summer 

Junior League

We are excited to announce that 

Oksana Valevska 
is offering appointments in 
aesthetics and permanent 

make-up at our studio in Brooklin.

615 Winchester Road just west of 
Eldorado Golf Club

 and The Joint. 

Book online at: 
WinchesterWellness.ca

 

5959 Anderson St.
905.655.6200
brooklineyecare.ca

What can we help you see?
Ask us about:

Contact lenses
Laser vision correction

Computer glasses
Sports goggles

Rx swim goggles

Specialty sunglass tints
Safety glasses
Driving tints

Polarized lenses

Durham Region has launched 
an online self-service por-
tal so residents can request 
a service or report an issue 
to the Region. Since March 
10, residents can now use 
the portal to submit and track 
requests for many Regional 
services such as waste and 
recycling, water and sew-
er, and traffic inquiries. The 
self-service portal is acces-
sible 24 hours a day, sev-
en days a week, at myDur-
ham311.ca.

Residents can submit a re-
quest online whenever it’s 
convenient for them, and 
set up alerts to track their 
request. Requests are auto-
matically sent to a customer 
service representative for ac-
tion. If a customer needs to 
call the Region about their 
request, staff will have all the 
information at their fingertips.

Residents can use the 
self-service portal to request 
a recycling blue bin or a gar-
bage bag tag exemption, 
report a water issue, tell us 
if you see a traffic light not 
working properly, and more. 

The following list outlines the 
requests that are now live via 
myDurham311.ca:
• Waste Diversion Kit 
 Request
• Waste General Inquiries     
• Waste - Request School 
 Programs and Outreach 
• Bag Tag Exemption Form 
 Request 
• Report Water Issues
• General Traffic Inquiry 
• Pedestrian Safety
• Emergency Management 
 Inquiry Submission 
• Contact the Office 
 of the CAO 

During business hours, resi-
dents can call 311 for access 
to Regional information with-
in the geographical borders 
of Durham Region. People 
outside those borders can 
access information by calling 
one local number, 905-668-
7711, or toll-free at 1-800-
372-1102.

The self-service portal is 
part of the myDurham 311 
initiative, a transformational 
project aimed at improving 
the customer experience at 
Durham Region.

Region Launches 
Online Customer Portal

Congratulations to the cast of Matilda Jr. 
on a well done production!
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There was a day, early in Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine, when 
bombs were being dropped near 
Oksana Valevska’s home in 
Odessa.

“I remember my kids,” she re-
calls.”They just fell on the ground 
because there were missile by 
missile like every 30 seconds 
and there were about 10 of them 
and my kids just fell on the floor 
and they started crying like, 
‘Mom, are we going to die now?’

“I was like ‘No, no, no, no, don’t 
worry, that’s just loud noise, no 
worries, no worries’. Probably if I 
reacted the other way, I would be 
panicking. But I would keep smil-
ing, so inside I was shaking and 
crying and horrified. I would be 
smiling, no, no, no, don’t worry, 
that’s just, you know, it’s like an 
earthquake, no worries. Put on a 
happy face.

“And then I realized that we have 
to, you know, we have to run. But 
something kept me there, you 
know, because every single day, 
I hope that it would be over.

“I couldn’t believe that such non-
sense can happen in such a 

modern world.”

Well qualified
As she admits, life had been 
good for her and her family be-
fore. With graduate degrees in 
psychology and pedagogy, she’d 
been teaching at a college in 
Odessa where she grew up. The 
city is a major port on the Black 
Sea and became an early target 
for Putin’s forces. She also had 
a certificate in aesthetics and 
permanent makeup and, after 
five years of medical study, was 
within a year of another degree. 
However, with the war, her qual-
ification exams were canceled 
and thus the diploma as well.

Aside from her teaching job, 
she’d also worked as an aesthe-
tician, a role she’s carried over 
to her new Brooklin home. In the 
Ukraine, teaching positions don’t 
pay as well as here, hence the 
need for the two jobs.

“Because I can say that at that 
time, just before the war, I had 
such an interesting thought that 
well, now looks like I’ve achieved 
everything I wanted. I have a job 
of my dreams and my kids are 
healthy, they are with me, I have 

a wonderful house and I have no 
money issues, right?”

Strong English
Her spoken English is excellent, 
accented of course, and in the 
five months she’s been in Can-
ada, she’s made a point of read-
ing English books and watching 
English TV. She’d been exposed 
to the language in school and 
years back, before marriage and 
children, she worked on Royal 
Caribbean Cruise lines as a pool 
attendant. 

The invasion, however, not only 
came as a surprise but the reac-
tions of people in Odessa were 
such that none could quite be-
lieve it was happening, even 
though Putin’s troops had been 
massing along the eastern bor-
der for some time.

“The people of Odessa, it being 
a really important strategic area 
militarily, was there in the time 
leading up to February 24th, a 
feeling that, do you hear what 
the Russians are doing,” she 
says. “We were reading about it.

“Nobody believed. It was too cra-
zy. No reason. We just, all the 
time we thought that it was just a 
threatening, you know, like show-
ing off like we are powerful, shake, 
tremble, why would it happen.”

Lip blush
She recounts what she calls “a 
funny situation” a week before 
the war started. She had a pa-
tient come for some treatment. 
She joked with the woman, “Oh 
well, you are going to do your lip 
blush, but if the war starts, why 
do you need it?”

Her customer’s matter-of-fact re-
ply was, “Well, just imagine the 
war starts and I have a beautiful 
lip blush.”

Her home was located about 
midway, about kilometre each 
way, between the international 
airport and a naval station. “So 
these two objects were being 
bombed all the time and we were 
just in the center in the middle of 
it. So let’s say every day was very 
risky and let’s say we were play-
ing risky games, staying there. 
Actually I did not realize that this 
was happening at the beginning 
and then I couldn’t realize that it 
would go on.

“And everybody hoped that it 
would end one day because it 
was nonsense, you know, what 
was happening.”

A dream
The day it began, on the morn-
ing of Feb. 24, 2022, she woke 

Steph & Elle Real Estate | Since 2012

Interview Us!
905.441.7171
info@stephandelle.com

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM,
FACEBOOK, TWITTER, YOUTUBE AND

TIKTOK!
www.stephandelle.com

Steph & Elle in
numbers:

20+ years combined
direct real estate
selling experience!
Consistently TOP 1% of
ALL Realtors in TREB!
Consistently RE/MAX
TOP 50 Small Teams
in CANADA!
Consistently #2
Individual Realtor in
Brooklin!

We are two, enthusiastic
and dedicated, full-time

RE/MAX Real Estate Agents
who love working hands-
on with our clients! When
you hire the Steph & Elle

Team, you get Steph & Elle! 

Who are
Steph & Elle?

Elle Potvin

Steph Mitchell

Call Your Local Brooklin Call Your Local Brooklin 
Realtors, Steph & Elle Realtors, Steph & Elle 

From Odessa to Brooklin
By Richard Bercuson

continued on page 5
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up at around 4 am to the 
sound of explosions at the 
naval station. “The house 
just was literally shaking 
and jumping. And at that 
moment I realized that it 
was war starting. Because 
I saw a dream the whole 
night before the war start-
ed, I had a dream that I saw 
this, and that was strange.”

The “nonsense,” as she 
calls it, continued unabat-
ed. Her husband joined the 
armed forces right away. 
Because of her medical 
training, she, too wanted to 
join but having two young 
daughters, now 8 and 9 years 
old, stopped her. “There would 
be nobody to take care of them. I 
just had no right to do that. So he 
went and I stayed.”

Then in April she learned of a 
Canadian organization called 
CUAET, Canada-Ukraine Au-
thorization for Emergency Trav-
el measures, a federal program 
“to help Ukrainians and their 
family members come to Can-
ada as quickly as possible and 
to provide them with the ability 
to work and study while in Can-
ada.” (https://www.canada.ca/
en/immigration-refugees-citizen-
ship/services/immigrate-canada/
ukraine-measures/cuaet.html)

Passports and visas
Her children didn’t have pass-
ports. There was no Canadian 
consulate in Odessa and the 
embassy in far away Kyiv was 
closed. Instead, she had to travel 
to neighbouring Moldova to pro-
vide biometric data like finger-
prints. She eventually managed 
to obtain their passports but the 
next step was to obtain visas to 
get here. That meant two long 
and miserable days on a bus to 
Vienna, Austria, since there was 
no other way to reach it.

Her girls had to stay home. “But 
of course that was very dan-
gerous. But it would be a great 
challenge for them because the, 
you know, the trip was really bad. 
Two days in a bus with long stops 
and it was packed. People were 
sitting between the chairs so I 
couldn’t afford taking them. But 
we had a shelter in the house. A 
basement.”

Within a few days, she got the 
visas. “I came back and we start-
ed packing. It was hard because 
I practiced it until the last day, I 
don’t know, waiting for some mir-
acle to happen. But then, just 
the day before, we had to leave. 
We packed and you know, it was 
also a hard thing to do because 

we had to pack all our life into 
one suitcase for each of us.”

They found a woman who drove 
them by car to Chisinau, Mol-
dova. There, they got a flight to 
Bucharest, from there to Paris, 
and finally to Toronto, a full day 
of flying with their lives crammed 
into three suitcases. It was Oc-
tober 5.

As for her husband, now fighting 
near the front lines, they’d been 
together once in March and then, 
on the day she left, he’d been giv-
en a couple of hours with them to 
say goodbye. Contact since then 
has been sporadic.

Arriving in Canada
They arrived at Pearson Airport 
at around 7 pm and took a taxi to 
Brooklin where Doug Summers 
and Jenn Rhines had set up a 
house for them. “These people 
they made something impossi-
ble for me because, you know, 
we were strangers for them and 
they accepted us here.”

“The moment I left Ukraine I felt 
that we were not free but we were 
not in danger and I felt a great 
relief. The moment we were ap-
proaching Canada and I saw the 
coastline, I have no idea why but 
I literally told my kids we are at 
home. I don’t know why just like 
that was a feeling that I’m going 
home. I don’t know why real-
ly so I was happy to come here 
and there was no grieving just 
because you know the dearest 
people were with me and I knew 
that they were safe.

“I now understand that coming 
back to Ukraine would be con-
venient for me after the war be-
cause there is a house, friends, I 
have some social status there. I 
would go back to work because 
they wait for me at college and it 
would be good for me. 

Children’s safety
“But it wouldn’t be good for my 
kids because I don’t know when 

is going to be the next time Rus-
sia will attack us and are grow-
ing up in a country which is so 
destroyed and devastated right 
ruined with ruined economy with 
ruined destinies, ruined hopes, 
unhappy people would be cruel 
for my kids. I want them to be 
calm and happy and probably 
complaining about little trifles, 
you know. But yes, I would like 
to grow something here, like to 
plant seeds here.”

The girls are enrolled at Blair 
Ridge Public School and are as 
happy as can be. The older one, 
who in 2021 was the Ukraine’s 
cheerleading champion, has 
joined the school cheerleading 
team.

Oksana herself, as he tries to 

grow her aesthetics business 
(winchesterwellness.ca) thanks 
to the magnanimity of her spon-
sors Doug Summers and Jenn 
Rhines, plans to enroll in college 
one day to upgrade her qualifica-
tions. “If I want to do something 
serious here, I need to get an 
education here.” Meanwhile, on 
March 29, she will be at Pear-
son Airport to greet close friends 
of hers from Odessa, a family of 
five, whose plane tickets she paid 
for, and bring them to Whitby. 

“You know, I never thought that 
our people, our nation, our men 
are so extremely brave and 
tough. I never had an idea that 
our nation, that Ukrainians are so 
strong. There’s an expression. 
They wanted to bury us, but they 
didn’t know we were seeds.”

continued from page 4
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When sitting down to write this 
column, I asked my fiancé what 
burning questions do people who 
eat meat have about veganism. 
His answer was, “Can vegans 
and non-vegans get along?” 
Hmm…a great response. I’ll 
now try to address it.

I’ve been vegan for 12 ½ years, 
a vegetarian for 22, and live 
with someone who eats meat. 
We’re getting married in June 
and are planning the wedding 
food. I think there is way too 
much meat on our menu while 
he questions my vegan food 
options. To settle this problem, 
we’re hiring two cateress: one 
who will serve more tradition-
al fare, and the other who will 
serve vegan options.

No arguments
My choice was made for many 
reasons. After having eaten 
meat myself for around 40 years, 
I don’t feel I can question the 

Vegans and Non-vegans 
Living In Harmony

Plant-Based Eating by Sheree Nicholson meat-eating decisions of others. 
It’s easy to spew statistics and 
facts around the benefits of veg-
anism, but I stay clear of black-
and-white thinking. My method is 
to live my life and if, by my exam-
ple, someone wants to explore 
not eating meat, I am happy to 
help.

Pushing my choices on others 
creates even more separation. 

An example of things I don’t do is 
to call meat eaters “flesh eaters,” 
as some vegans do. I consider it 
derogatory. Still, I do get asked 
many questions by people who 
just want to debate me on the 
topic. No debate is necessary 
though as I can eat vegan and 
you can eat meat. A couple of the 
questions I get asked are:  How 
do you get your protein? Don’t 
plants have feelings, too? 

Mix and match
In my home life, meat and veg-
an meals are cooked every day. 
We can mix and match some-
times in that my meal can be 
his side dish, or I can replace 
the meat on my plate with a 
veggie burger. With respect 
and love, we can live together. 
Occasionally my partner will 
join me at a vegan restaurant, 
and sometimes I’ll join him at 
a steak house like The Keg. 
More and more though, we 
are drawn to restaurants that 
serve both meat and vegan 

options. 

One of our fast 
food favourites 
is the Pita Pit. 
They have a few 
vegan and many 
meat options. 
This makes it 
easy for us. In 
Ajax, there’s the 
Italian restau-
rant “Il Fornellos” 
with an extensive 
vegan menu. In-
dian restaurants 
are another great 
option. I recent-
ly tried “Rekha’s 
Indian Kitchen” 
in Whitby and 
the food was fan-
tastic. We order 
Thai food from 
Country Perks, 
a restaurant in 
Courtice. I’ve 
heard Bangrak 
Thai Street Food 
in downtown 
Brooklin is also 
excellent.

A little tolerance 
of both sides 
means we can 
live in harmony.

Sheree’s Hack: 
Try ethnic restau-
rants such as 
Thai and Indian 
for a wide range 
of meat and non-
meat meals.

Please contact Liz Riley at lizr@mmfoodmarket.com or 905-814-2420 to inquire further about the opportunity to own an M&M Food Market store in Brooklin.
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Support Your Local Business
NO BETTER TIME THAN NOW TO SUPPORT OUR LOCAL ECONOMY

TurnerMoore LLP
Chartered Professional Accountants
Licensed Public Accountants

Alan Hogan CPA, CGA

75 Baldwin Street, Brooklin

Providing a full range of professional 
accounting & taxation services.

905.655.8556 • www.turnermoore.com

Family & General Dentistry
Cosmetic Dentistry

Oral Surgery
Periodontics • Orthodontics

www.brooklindentalcare.com 
5969 BALDWIN ST. S., BROOKLIN

905.655.7117

www.rhaverylandscaping.com

DREAM / CREATE / ENJOYWe 

Make 

Your 

Dreams 

Come True!
COMMERCIAL SNOW REMOVAL

ERC Optometry
Eye Rejuvenation Center

Dr. Megan Byer is pleased to announce 
the opening of ERC Optometry - Eye 
Rejuvenation Centre at 72 Baldwin 
Street, Suite 101.  

Dr. Byer and the dedicated ERC staff 
believe the best medical care is preven-
tative. They 
will educate 
patients in 
eye health 
care and are 
committed to 
delivering the 
very best in 
personalized 
solutions and 
full-scope eye 
exams includ-
ing testing 
with state-of-
the-art imag-
ing equipment. It is the ERC mission 
to diagnose and manage early signs of 
conditions such as: glaucoma, cataracts, 
diabetic retinopathy, macular degenera-
tion, dry eye disease and many others, 
to reduce possible long-term vision im-
pairment. 

Born and raised in the Durham Region, 
Dr. Byer is excited to be back home in 
Brooklin providing eye care to her com-
munity.
 
She completed her BSc in Ophthalmic 
Medical Technology at the University of 
Ottawa with training at the Ottawa Eye 
Institute. She was a surgical technician 
at the Clearview Vision Institute before 
obtaining her Doctor of Optometry at 
Nova Southeastern University. Dr. Byer 
completed an extended practicum at 
Bascom Palmer Eye Institute in subspe-
cialty clinics including cornea, medical 
and surgical retina, glaucoma, and neu-
ro-ophthalmology. Additionally, she did 

a residency in primary care and ocular 
disease at Chicago’s Illinois Eye Insti-
tute where she obtained extensive expe-
rience managing urgent eye conditions.
  
Whether you’re looking for help with 
blurry vision, treatment of a serious 
eye condition or in need of spectacular 
glasses, at ERC, you can expect expert 
eye care. 

ERC will celebrate its 
GRAND OPENING on 

Thursday, March 30, 
3 pm to 7 pm, 

with an open house and an official rib-
bon-cutting by Whitby Mayor Elizabeth 
Roy. Bring the whole family as there 
will be a food truck, refreshments, grab 
bags, prizes and more!
 
Vision is something we often take for 
granted - until it begins to suffer. Com-
mit to making annual eye exams part of 
your routine health care.

Dr. Byer is accepting new patients for 
comprehensive eye exams and full-scope 
optometric services including:

• Specialty dry eye treatment: IPL, 
LLLT, Meibomian gland expression

• Ocular disease management

• Specialty contact lens fitting: Scleral, 
hybrid and orthokeratology

• Urgent eye care

For information, call 289-638-2150 
or email: office@ercoptometry.com

Online booking at: 
www.ercoptometry.com
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Interlocking Stones
Steps & Pillars

Custom Woodwork
Foundation Planting
Natural Stonework

Arbors
Patios & Walkways

Retaining Walls
Fence & Decks

Residential Design/Consultation
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What others are saying...

“Trusted advisor!” | “Customer Focused!” | “Local Expert!” | “Professional!” | “Knowledgeable!”
 “Hard Working!” | “Accessible!” | “Dependable!” | “Patient!” | “Reliable!”

“Well Prepared!” | “Honest!” | “Strong Negotiator!”
 “Superb Service!”

Want to know what’s happening in the market? 
Want to Know the Value of your House? 

Call Us Now! 905.655.7236
There is no cost or obligation!

Your Trusted Source to Buy, Sell or Invest! 

905.655.7236
view 1000’s of Homes for sale at

KingHomeTeam.com
or KingOfBrooklin.com

MARKETING YOUR HOME FOR ALL IT IS WORTH! 

Why Didn’t My House Sell?Go to KingHomeTeam.com/blog for answers.It’s a great time to Buy!Homes are on Sale!

Two Executive Offices 
Main Street Brooklin!

Boardroom / Office Support 
/ Parking available.

Text 905.409.6730 for Details

Net Zero Pre-construction Sale!

Bungaloft For Sale!

**Photo similar to house being built        Not intended to solicit those under contract.

BUSTED: common myths among buyers
Interest rate hikes continue to impact the real estate market, with number of
houses exchanging hands down substantially in February compared to onset of rate
hikes. Home prices, meanwhile, have fallen since their record high a year earlier.
Here in Durham Region, the number of new listings in February decreased by
44 per cent to 896 compared to this time last year and residential transactions 
dropped by 47 per cent to 601. The average price, meanwhile, was $888,448. That’s 
a 23.% decrease compared to a year earlier. While lower costs diminish the effect 
of higher borrowing costs, a decrease in the number of new listings could lead to 
increased competition between buyers, which could in turn lead to higher prices.
If you’re a prospective homebuyer, you may be wondering if the time to buy is
now or if you should continue to wait out the market. HOMES ARE NOW ON SALE!
There are many buyers sitting on the side lines waiting for interest rates to
come down before they purchase. Financial institutions are seeing a large number of
preapproved mortgages that are yet to be funded. If you wait you may find home 
prices going up due to competition with other buyers and a short supply of homes for 
sale. You could find yourself in bidding wars! Now may be the best time to buy.
Other common real estate myths can confuse you even further. Dispelling those
myths can help you make the decision right for you.
A good credit rating means a better interest rate. TRUE! Credit-reporting 
agencies like Equifax and TransUnion rate you on a scale to measure your financial 
health. The higher the score, the lower the risk you pose, which should help you 
secure a better mortgage. Still, shopping around is key because interest rates, 
conditions and products can vary from one lender to another.
The house price is the only cost you need to worry about. FALSE! If you’re
planning to buy a home, you’re likely focused on the purchase price, but the cost of a
home is made up of more than that. Budget for expenses like legal and 
administrative fees, a home inspection if you choose, appraisal fee, land transfer tax, 
moving costs and home insurance.
Mortgage insurance protects you should something happen to you. FALSE! 
If you want to buy a home with a down payment of less than 20 per cent, you’ll 

need mortgage loan insurance but contrary 
to popular belief, that insurance protects 
the lender in case you can’t make your 
payments – not the borrower, reminds 
CMHC.
Buyers get a better deal if they don’t use 
an agent. FALSE! It’s easy to dispel the 
myth that buying a house without an agent 
can save you money. That’s because the 
agent commission for both the buying and the selling agent – if there is one – is paid 
by the sellers. In short, that means that as a buyer, you don’t pay for your agent’s 
services.
Make a lowball offer so you have room to negotiate. FALSE! There may be 
a time and a place for lowball offers but those are typically few and far between. 
In most instances, the seller’s agent will advise their clients to not take the offer, 
perhaps because it’s seen as insulting or simply not serious or because the seller 
has received competing offers from prospective buyers who chose not to lowball. 
You could miss out. Working with your agent to make a competitive offer that 
considers your budget, the asking price, the home’s condition and the current market 
is a wiser strategy.
At The King Home Team: Royal Heritage Realty, we take the time to dispel real 
estate myths before our clients begin their house selling and/or buying journey.
For buyers and sellers alike, it’s important to choose a real estate agent who’s
knowledgeable about current market conditions and your preferred community.
Choose someone you trust, who makes you feel comfortable, who listens to you and 
respects your views. The King Home Team can help you find the home perfect for 
you. Please visit our website at www.kinghometeam.com for a longer version of this 
article and a blog that busts common real estate myths among sellers
For an update on the market and how it affects the value
of your home when you sell Call us at 905 409 6730

Search 1000’s of homes. Find SOLD houses in your
neighbourhood at search.Look4DurhamHomes.com

New 2 Bedroom for Lease

4 Bedroom For Sale!

Admin Position
Base Salary + Bonus!

Flexible hours! Full or Part Time.
Work at home. Self Starter.

Social Media /CRM maintenance.
Lead management. Online training.
Text 905.409.6730 for Details

Back in 1876, the 
Oshawa Vindi-
cator newspaper 
praised Brooklin’s 
religious diversity 
and highlighted the 
fact that there were 

five churches and 
few taverns in the 
town.

What the paper 
failed to men-
tion was that the 
site of the Bible 
Christian Church 
had once been a 
bustling tavern. 
It was only when 
the tavern was de-
molished that the 
Bible Christians 

were able to construct the 
building on their property at 
the corner of Cassels Road 
and Church Street.

Community saved it
The cost to build the 
church totalled just over 
$2,900 (equivalent to about 
$580,000 today) which in-
cluded the property, fence, 
and furnishings. The com-
munity rallied around the 
construction and donated 
enough money to cover the debt, 
managing to complete it within 
two days of the dedication cere-
mony. Bible Christians used the 
building for eight years before 
joining with the Methodist Epis-
copal and Wesleyan Method-
ist Churches. These eventually 
amalgamated with members of 
the Presbyterian denomination 

to form what is 
now the Brooklin 
United Church.

After the Bible 
Christians left, 
Baptists used the 
building until 1916 
when the congre-
gation disbanded. 
For four years, it 
sat empty until the 
Township of Whit-
by bought it and 
converted it into a 

public library and municipal offic-
es. It served as such for 46 years 
until a new municipal office was 
built directly behind the property.

Hosted dances
During World War II, the build-
ing took on a new purpose as a 
dance hall. A portion of the ad-
mission fee was donated to sup-
port the war effort. One of the 
featured bands was Billy Hole 
and His Live Wires who played 
nostalgic tunes. To enter, pa-
trons had to pay 15 cents as 
well as buy a 25 cent war sav-
ings stamp. Businessman Matt 
Agar made it clear on a poster 
advertising the dance event that 
attendees with alcohol on their 
breath would not be admitted.

The building became Brooklin’s 
first Community Centre in 1966, 
marking yet another chapter in 
its storied history. The dances 

of yesteryear 
were replaced 
by the ener-
getic sounds 
of hard rock. 
Former Brook-
linite Tom 
Lakey and his 
band had the 
old wooden 
floor shaking 
with their ren-
dition of Led 
Zeppelin’s “A 

Whole Lotta Love.”

Over the years, the centre has 
played host to countless com-
munity events and gatherings. It 
has been home to Boy Scouts, 
Cubs, Girl Guides and Brownies, 
as well as wedding receptions, 
auctions, school Christmas con-
certs, plays and Group 74’s Old 
Tyme Christmas. 

Despite the many changes it has 
undergone, the old centre has 
been a place for the communi-
ty to gather and will most likely 
continue to serve that purpose 
for years to come.

The former Bible Christian 
Church provides a window into 
the town’s past, reflecting the 
varied needs of its residents for 
over a century.

Our First 
Community 

Centre’s 
Origins

By Jennifer Hudgins


